Interspecies heterokaryon assay to characterize the nucleocytoplasmic shuttling of herpesviral proteins.
Nucleocytoplasmic trafficking of proteins plays important roles in processes of the viral life cycle. Interspecies heterokaryon assay is one of the most effective methods to investigate the nucleocytoplasmic trafficking properties of a protein. In our lab, the interspecies heterokaryon assay has been applied to identify a few herpesviral proteins with nucleocytoplasmic shuttling property. In this chapter, the detailed information and methods of the heterokaryon assay are presented.